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Global tourism leaders unite at Pattaya
summit to shape sustainable future

PATTAYA: Internation-
al Tourism Summit Asia-
2026 held in Pattaya on
May 13,2026 brought
together leading tourism
experts,  policymakers,
stakeholders and indus-
try professionals
from across the
world to deliber-
ate on the future
of  sustainable
tourism growth
and the impor-
tance of stronger
global collabo-
ration within the
travel industry.

tourism development.

During the summit,
Sunil Kumar delivered a
keynote address high-
lighting the emerging
challenges and oppor-
( Cont. on page - 2 )

pichet, Mayor of Pattaya,
who welcomed delegates
and emphasized Pattaya’s
commitment to promoting
responsible and inclusive
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al platform for network- ture for the global travel
ing, knowledge exchange and tourism sector.

and strategic dialogue  The event was inaugu-
focused on building a re- rated by Poramet Ngam-
silient, technol- : s .
ogy-driven and
sustainable fu-
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Keralaites Travels & Tours Consortium (KTTC)
President Manoj M Vijayan and MC members hon-
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(From left) Mayor of Pattaya Poramet Nagmpichet
inaugurated the summit, TAAI president Sunil Kumar

The  summit oresenting the keynote address and the CEO of the | oured Sunil Kumar and VS Abdulkaeem, CMD of
served as a ma- |[nternational Eco tourism Society (TIES) Jon Bruno | FlyCreative Online Ltd, at the International Tour-
jor internation- addressing the summit. ism Summit-Asia, at Pattaya, Thailand.

Modi to sign LPG pact with UAE

ABU DHABI: Energy se-
curity will emerge as the
centre-piece of Prime Min-
ister Modi’s high-stakes
stopover in Abu Dhabi on
May 15 for talks with UAE
President His Highness
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, amid escalating
tensions in West Asia and
shifting global oil equa-
tions.

During the three-hour Sweden, Norway and It-
visit o the UAE -- en route aly -- India and the UAE
his four-nation Europe tour are expected to sign two
covering the Netherlands, key memoranda of under-

VD Satheesan next CM of Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Senior Congress
leader and lawyer VD Satheesan has been named

standing on liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) supplies
and strategic petroleum
reserves, further deepen-
ing a partnership critical to
India’s energy needs.

The visit comes at a
time of heightened vola-
tility in global energy mar-
kets and renewed focus
on supply diversification.
Sources said the proposed
agreements are aimed at
strengthening  long-term
energy stability for India

( Cont. on page - 2)

Al Express bags four-star
World Airline Rating

MUMBAI: Air India audit. Skytrax's World Air-
Express earned a four- line Star Rating is the lon-
star World Airline Rating gest-established  global
from Skytrax following its quality evaluation system
first-ever comprehensive for the aviation indus-

No blanket suspension of (i e o st
flights, clarifies Air India

achievement.
The ratings are awarded

as the next Chief Minister of Kerala. Over the years,
Satheesan has built a reputation as an articulate

legislator and experi-
enced political leader.
Apart from his politi-

cal career, his educa-

NEW DELHI: Air India
has denied reports claim-
ing that it had suspended
all international flights till
July because of fuel short-
age, calling such claims

restrictions and broader
financial pressure while
continuing its long-term
restructuring exercise. In-
ternational operations
have become increasingly

following an independent,
in-depth evaluation of air-
line standards across the
onboard and airport envi-
ronments, using a unified
and consistent global as-

fional qualifications “malicious” and “com- expensive amid instability sessment framework. The
reflect a strong aca- ‘4 pletely false”. in West Asia and a sharp four-Star rating represents
demic foundation in - v ¢ /. The route reductions spike in aviation fuel pric- the highest attainable rec-

social sciences and law. Above all he has a clean
image. Minutes after the announcement, supporters
erupted in celebration, bursting crackers and dis-
tributing sweets in several parts of the state.

come at a challenging time
for the Tata Group-owned
carrier, which has been
grappling with higher op-
erating costs, airspace

es.
In a statement posted on

X, Air India clarified that its

international services re-
( Cont. on page - 6 )

ognition for a value carrier

and places Air India Ex-

press among a small group

of airlines across India and
( Cont. on page - 2 )



Import duty on gold,
silver hiked to 15pc
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Austeri alright
already taken some fire fighting measures such as pri-
port levies on diesel and aviation fuel to steady supply
the rupee, the pressure on foreign exchange given the
current capacity falls well short of the standards set by
the Strait of Hormuz, a critical maritime passage be-
has driven the price of Brent crude oil to

mark for oil pricing, influencing the cost
inconvenience, for India, it exposes a fundamental
den trip to UAE (also to some other European nations)
Asia war, which is affecting all the nations in the region,
with President Trump as well as Iran. Modi himself has
productive. For instance, the suggestion to farmers to
gold will have no takers. Call for work from home, car
austerity measures that would burden citizens come at
penditure on crude oil and petroleum imports amounts
concern. In April, India’s gold imports increased 24pc
85pc of its gold requirement, positioning it among the
mestic economy, thereby exerting pressure on the cur-
prudent one. At the same time, increasing import duty
associations have welcomed the PM’s austerity mea-
the austerity move at same time pointing out their
country’s economy.

Modi government’s seven-point austerity drive,
though late, is understandable. The government has
oritising domestic gas supply over industrial use, shield-
ing consumers from a hike in energy prices, raising ex-
and enhancing domestic LPG production are among
them. But other challenges such as the weakening of
selling by foreign institutional investors as well as In-
dia’s inability to increase strategic oil reserves --- the
the International Energy Agency.

The catalyst for Modi’s appeal is the disruption of
tween Iran and Oman through which nearly 20pc of
the world’s oil supply is transported. The disruption
ﬁ Cht exceed $107 per barrel this week.

Brent crude serves as the global bench-

of commodities. While many nations expe-

rience a surge in Brent prices as a significant
economic vulnerability.

The general feeling is that Prime Minister Modi’s sud-
is aimed at discussing India’s oil crisis. The trip can also
be part of the government’s move to solve the West
given the fact that the UAE president His Highness Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan has excellent relationship
cordial personal relationship with the UAE president.
But some of the austerity measures can be counter-
shun chemical fertilisers may have an adverse impact
on food production. The public prescription to buy less
pooling and slashing foreign travel is an old hat and
may or may not work. The prime minister’s appeal for
a time when the government is yet to curb its expenses.
Oil represents the most pressing concern. India’s ex-
to hundreds of billions of dollars annually, constitut-
ing about 22pc of its total import bill. Gold is another
reaching an unprecedented high of $71.98 billion, up
from $58 billion the previous year. India imports nearly
world’s most gold-buying nations. Every rupee spent
on imported gold represents a rupee exiting the do-
rent account. At a time when the current account defi-
cit is already strained by oil imports, Modi’s request is a
on gold can trigger smuggling of the yellow metal.

Raising to the occasion, many trade and industry
sures. These measures will affect the travel, tourism,
hospitality industry etc badly, still they have welcomed
industry’s plight. The government will have to take a
middle path not to affect the industry as well as the

LIPSYNCH

“I never dreamed about success. I worked for it.”

—Estee Lauder

NEW DELHI: Days after
Prime Minister Modi urged
citizens to defer gold pur-
chases for a year as part
of a broader national ef-
fort to conserve foreign
exchange, the government
has sharply increased im-
port duty on precious met-
als amid concerns over the
external sector and the im-
pact of the West Asia crisis
on India’s import bill.

A finance ministry notifi-
cation said import duty on
gold and silver has been
increased to 15pc from
six per cent, while duty on
platinum has been raised
to 15.4pc from 6.4pc.

Consequential  changes
have also been made to
gold and silver dore, coins
and related items with the
revised rates coming into
effect from Wednesday.
“This has been done as
a policy measure aimed at
safeguardlng macroeco-

nomic stability, conserv-
ing foreign exchange and
moderating non-essential
imports during a period of
heightened global uncer-
tainty arising from the on-
going West Asia crisis,” an
official said.

Officials said customs
duties on precious metals
have historically been ad-
justed in line with prevail-
ing macroeconomic and
external-sector conditions.
In the Union budget 2024-
25, import duties on gold
and silver were cut from
15pc to six per cent and on
platinum from 15.4pc to

( Cont. on page - 6 )

Modi to sign LPG pact with...

( Cont. from page - 1)
while expanding the UAE’s
role as one of New Delhi’s
most trusted energy part-
ners.

The UAE currently meets
nearly 40pc of India’s LPG

Global tourism
leaders...

( Cont. from page - 1)
tunities facing the glob-
al tourism industry. He
stressed the need for sus-
tainable growth, digital
transformation and the
adoption of Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) and advanced
technologies to strengthen
the tourism ecosystem and
improve stakeholder en-
gagement worldwide.

Among the distinguished
speakers was Jon Bruno,
globally recognised for his
work at the intersection of
purpose-driven  artificial
intelligence and environ-
mental sustainability. Sev-
eral other prominent in-
ternational speakers also
addressed the summit,
sharing insights on inno-
vation, eco-tourism and
the evolving dynamics of
global travel. The summit
concluded with renewed
calls  for international
co-operation,  responsi-
ble tourism practices and
greater technological in-
tegration to ensure long-
term growth and resilience
in the tourism sector.

requirements, making it
the country’s largest sup-
plier. It was also India’s
fourth-largest source of
crude oil last year, account-
ing for nearly 11pc of total
imports, while ranking as
the third-largest supplier
of LNG.

Indian companies and
ADNOC Gas have signed
long-term agreements for
cumulative LNG supplies
of 4.5 MMTPA, making
India the largest buyer of
UAE-origin LNG.

Modi’s visit comes at a
time of heightened vola-
tility in global energy mar-
kets and renewed focus on
supply diversification.

The two sides are also
expected to review co-op-
eration on India’s strate-

gic petroleum reserves.
In 2018, the Indian Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserves
Ltd (ISPRL) and Abu Dha-
bi National Oil Compa-
ny (ADNOC) signed an
agreement allowing the
UAE to store more than five
million barrels of crude oil
at the Mangaluru reserve
facility, the first such ar-
rangement India entered
into with any country.

Energy ties have steadi-
ly evolved into a broader
strategic partnership in
volving upstream invest-
ments and clean energy
collaboration. In 2018, a
consortium of Indian firms
— OVL, BPRL and IOCL —
acquired a 10pc stake in
Abu Dhabi’s Lower Zakum
offshore block

Al Express bags four-star..

( Cont. from page - 1)
West Asia to hold this dis-
tinction, positioning it just
one step away from Sky-
trax's global top 10 elite
five-Star airlines.

According to Skytrax,
the four-Star rating re-
flects airlines that deliver
good overall quality, sup-
ported by strong product
standards and effective
staff service delivery. In
the case of Air India Ex-
press, Skytrax highlighted
positive alignment of the
airline’s onboard product
with customer expecta-

tions, supported by consis-
tent processes, good air-
port services and a cabin
service style that is profes-
sional, efficient and well
managed.

According to Air India
Express, a key pillar of its
transformation has been
the rapid induction of a
modern, fuel-efficient
fleet, enabling the airline’s
evolution from a sub-scale
operator into India’s sec-
ond-largest domestic and
short-haul international
airline by both routes and
stations.
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EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF DIGITALISED ADVERTISEMENTS WITH ONE E-NEWSPAPER
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URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR SAUDI SERVICE [ SCl daageull @Syl
(O&M - DIVISION) SAUDI ARABIA v iagaaall cloasl

CLIENT INTERVIEW ON 15.05.2026 IN MUMBAI
(WLAK IN INTERVIEW WITH CLIENT)
- HVAC TECHNICIAN

- HVAC SUPERVISOR Va an\Cy,
- CHILLER TECHNICIAN | OPERATOR Large N
- COLD ROOM TECHNICIAN S os

- CHILLER ENGINEER / SUPERVISOR / FOREMAN
- PUMPS TECHNICIAN

- PUMP SUPERVISOR

- PLUMBER

- IRRIGATION SYSTEM OPERATOR (PLUMBER)

- PLUMBING SUPERVISOR / FOREMAN
- ELEVATOR TECHNICIAN

- ELEVATOR SUPERVISOR

- LAUNDRY TECHNICIAN

- GENERATOR TECHNICIAN

- DIESEL MECHANIC (WORKSHOP)

- HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC (CRANES/ HYDRAULICS)

- MECHANICAL YACHT MAINTENANCE

- KLE ENGINEER SUPERVISOR /FOREMAN

- AUTOMATIC DOORS, ROAD BLOCKERS & BARRIERS TECH.
- ROLLUP SHUTTER TECHNICIAN (WELDER)

- LATH MACHINE OPERATOR

- GYM EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN

- SWIMMING POOL & FOUNTAIN TECHNICIAN

- WATER TREATMENT SUPERVISOR

- RO OPERATOR

- WCC OPERATOR

ATTRACTIVI
SALARY
AS PER

EXPERIENC|

Candidates with Gulf experience will be given preference.
8 HOURS DUTY. MEDICAL, ACCOMODATION, TRANSPORTATION &
OTHER BENEFITS PROVIDED BY THE COMPANY.
Rush immediately with updated CV's including relevant documents for shortlisting.

Vision Overseas HR Solution & Travel Management
G Ls B A I_ 345, 3rd Floor, Dheeraj Heritage Premises, Milan
—— TOURS & TRAVELS — Signal, Santacruz (West), Mumbai - 400 054.
Re:
s aeconsitants  Contact: 7700002739 / 9820101127
LicNost2MUMPARTH000+ 1085602009 Emnails : khan.museeb@yahoo.com

United Arah Emirates

An Engineering and Construction firm
requires the following position

HDPE PIPE TECHNICIANS

The applicant should be IT| / Diploma (Mechanical)
with min 4 years' of experience in HDPE piping
systems installation, jointing, repairing and focusing
on butt fusion and electro-fusion techniques to
ensure leak-proof systems based on drawings and
standards. He is responsible for pipe alignment,
heating/cooling, testing and maintaining welding
equipment for water, gas and industrial projects. He
must be familiar with assisting with pressure tests
and hydro-testing to ensure system integrity.
Interested amplicants st submit their uptated CYs,Certifiates of
Education & Experiences, Copy of Fassport and photo at the earfiest on
Email : gulfjobs.creative786@gmail.com
Attractive Basic Salary & Overtime, Free Medical
Insurance, Free Accommodation, Free Transportation
and other benefits as per UAE Labour Laws

Approved By

il el
@j Creative Enterprises Ministry Of Exter

EsTD.- 1979

nal Affairs

License No: B - a3z { MUM { PER {1000+ /3 570 /198
82/10, Badrikeshwar Bidg, Gr Flr, Patan Jain Mandal Marg, Marine Drive, Mumbai-2

Mobs: 8828587625 / 8104132329

https://creative-india.com

v St
Currency Bill Buy | Bill Sell
US Dollar 95.09  96.37
British Pound 128.64 |130.49
Euro 11.04 | 113.42
Japanese Yen 60.22 |61.19
Swiss Franc (CHF) | 121.15 | 123.81
Canadian Dollar 69.05 | 70.64
Australian Dollar 68.74 170.29
Norwegian Krone 10.25 10.55
Swedish Krona 10.09 10.38
New Zealand Dollar | 56.11 57.36
Hong Kong Dollar | 11.99 12.36
Kuwaiti Dinar 319.0071 [ 297.1183
Singapore Dollar 7443 [76.11
Saudi Arabian Riyal [25.02 | 25.81
U A E Dirham 2562 | 26.36

Nagpur Airport to be modernised

NEW DELHI: The Nag-
pur DrBaba saheb Ambed-
kar International Airport is
set for a major infrastruc-
ture upgrade after the
Union cabinet approved
a long-term public-private
partnership (PPP) frame-
work that will make way
for the expansion of pas-
senger terminals, runway
infrastructure and cargo
handling facilities.

The cabinet sanctioned
the extension of the lease
period of land owned by
the Airports Authority of
India (AAl) and leased to
MIHAN India Limited (MIL)
beyond August 6, 2039.
This move will enable MIL
to hand over the airports to
GMR Nagpur Internation-
al Airport Limited (GNIAL)
for 30 years concession
period from the commer-
cial operation date.

The airport will under-
go phased expansion and
modernisation to trans-
form it into a “world-class
aviation facility”. The pro-
posed upgrade includes
expansion of terminal in-
frastructure, development
of Code-E compliant run-
way infrastructure and im-
provements in integrated

passenger terminal facili-
ties.

The project also aims to
significantly increase car-
go handling infrastructure
under the MIHAN project.
The airport is planned to
eventually handle up to
30 million passengers an-
nually, which would make
it one of the major avia-
tion hubs in central India.

The government stated
that the project forms part
of the larger Multi-modal
International Cargo Hub
and Airport at Nagpur

(MIHAN) initiative cumed
at developing Nagpur into
a major aviation and lo-
gistics hub in central India.

Reacting to the cabinet

decision, Prime Minister
Modi stated that the airport
project would provide “a
major boost for Nagpur’s
infrastructure.” In a post
on X, Modi said that the
decision relating to Nag-
pur Airport would “accel-
erate its emergence as a
crucial aviation and cargo
hub” and help strengthen
connectivity.

Saudi cancels 7,200 work visas

RIYADH: Saudi Ara-
bia’s Ministry of Human
Resources and Social De-
velopment has cancelled
more than 7,200 visas
issued to violating estab-
lishments and suspended
key government services
for them after uncovering
thousands of labour-re-

lated breaches during na-
tionwide inspections.

The ministry said its
monitoring teams and
smart surveillance systems
examined around 91,000
suspected cases, detecting
13,509 violations linked
to invalid employment re-
lationships.
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Our Visa Assistance Services Include:

@ Tourist Visa ﬁ Business Visa a Study Visa
@ Transit Visa @8 Family/SpouseVisa gy Work Visa

Why Choose Us?

/) Expert Guidance
/) Fast Processing
/) End-to-End Support

/) Up-to-Date Documentation
Advice

/) Personalized Consultation
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NORTH COASTAL 6 Nights /7Days
KARNATAKA TEMPLE TOUR

* Karwar - Gokarna - Honnavar
» Murudeshwar « Idaguniji
» Sirsi « Yellapur « Hubli

Day I: Arrival in Karwar
Day 2: Karwar — Gokarna
Day 3: Gokarna — Honnavar — Murudeshwar
Day 4: Murudeshwar - Sigandur — Sagara
Day 5: Sagara - Sirsi

Day 6: Sirsi — Yellapur — Hubli

Day 7: Departure

CONTACT: 8828800805/022-22077955/56/57 | SOUTH@FLYCREATIVE.IN
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CITYTOUR UNIVERSAL STUDIOS NIGHT SAFARI SENTOSA ISLAND
SINGAPORE
4 N
4 Nights Stay with Breakfast D GST 5% and TCS 2%
Private Airport Transfers ® Anything not mentioned in inclusions
Singapore City Tour

Universal Studios Singapore

Night Safari Experience BUOK “ow
Sentosa Island Experience

(Cable Car, SkyHelix, Wings of Time)
e All Tours & Transfers

N—

98333 96453 8 tours@flycreative.in
93230 27987 ankita.chauhan@flycreative.in

@ www.flycreativeglobal.com
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Unpald salaries? How employees can file labour complamt?

| am an employee at
a company with 49 em-
ployees. The company
has not paid our sal-
aries for the past two
months. As many as 22
employees have gone
on protest by refusing to
work and have threat-
ened to file a complaint
against the company.
What procedures should
be followed for this and
how can we file the com-
plaint?

Pursuant to Article 56 of
the Federal Labour Decree
Law No. 33 of 2021 and
its Cabinet Resolution No.

(1) of 2022 on its imple-
mentation:

1. If a dispute arises be-
tween the employer and all
the establishment’s work-
ers or a group thereof, and
the parties fail to settle it
amicably, the complainant
shall file a complaint in ac-
cordance with the follow-
ing rules and procedures:

a. The complaint shall be
filed through the channels
specified by the ministry.

b. The type and amount
of the claims shall be stat-
ed.

c. The complaint shall be
filed within two weeks from

the date of the dispute.
2. The ministry may ad-
dress the concerned au-

thorities to impose a pro- |

visional seizure on the
establishment to guaran-
tee the workers' rights.

3. The ministry may lig-

vidate the bank guaran- |

tee or insurance allocated

to the workers without the §

employer’s approval if the
workers’ allegation is sub-

stantiated, or it may take

any other actions or mea-
sures to ensure payment of
the workers’ entitlements.
4. The ministry shall set-
tle the dispute pursuant

How can | update my UAE bank KYC?

Can you please ex-
plain how | can update
UAE bank KYC?

If you've recently re-
ceived an SMS from your
bank asking you to update
your KYC (Know Your Cus-
tomer) details in the UAE,
don't ignore it, especially if
your Emirates ID is about to
expire. Keeping your Emir-
ates ID and KYC informa-
tion updated is essential to
ensure uninterrupted ac-
cess to your bank account
and financial services.

Why you must update
your Emirates ID with the
bank? Under the regula-
tions of Central Bank of
the UAE, all customers are
required to provide their
latest Emirates ID to their
bank. Failing to update
your details can result in

service disruptions — in-
cluding being unable to
withdraw cash from ATMs,
make debit or credit card
transactions or access oth-
er personal banking ser-
vices.

Updating yourKYCis also
a compliance requirement
that helps banks follow An-
ti-Money Laundering (AML)
laws and verify that your
identity and contact de-
tails are accurate and up to
date. How to update your
KYC details¢ Most UAE
banks have made it simple
to complete the KYC pro-
cess online.

You can typically update
your details through your
bank’s mobile app, website
or online banking portal
without visiting a branch.
In some cases, you can still

visit the nearest branch if
you prefer to update your
information in person.

To complete your update,
you'll need to fill out a KYC
or Re-KYC form and submit
the required documents.
Your bank will usually send
an SMS or email with a di-
rect link to the form or clear
instructions on how to pro-
ceed.

While requirements
may vary slightly between
banks, most will ask for the
following: Renewed Emir-
ates ID (front and back),
passport copy, residence
visa page proof of address
such as a tenancy contract
or utility bill, source of in-
come details, most banks
accept scanned copies in
PDF, JPG, JPEG or PNG for-
mat.

to the procedures deter-
mined by a resolution of
the minister. If a settlement

is not possible for any rea-
son, or due to the parties’
non-compliance with the
agreed settlement, the dis-
pute shall be referred to
the Collective Labour Dis-
putes Committee.

5. The Collective Labour
Disputes Committees,
formed by a cabinet reso-

~ |lution based on the minis-

ter’s proposal, shall settle

the disputes referred to
& them. Their decision shall

be final and enforced with
the executory formula seal
by the competent court.

Prlvacy violation

| received a verdict from
the criminal court confirm-
ing a violation of my pri-
vacy by a man who took a
photo of me while photo-
graphing himself and then
used it for advertising with-
out my permission.

My question is:

How much compensa-
tion can | claim, and is
there a maximum limit
for the claim?

You are entitled to com-
pensation for the harm
you suffered based on the
verdict from the Crimi-
nal Court, which serves as
proof of the case. The ver-
dict clearly shows that the
man was convicted of vio-
lating your privacy, and the
unlawful act cited in the
verdict forms the basis for
your current lawsuit. The
man'’s liability, the harm
you suffered and the caus-

al link between the act and
the harm have all been
established by the verdict.
However, there is no spe-
cific amount or maximum
limit for compensation.

You have the right to re-
quest an amount based
on the harm and damag-
es you have incurred and
the court will assess the
appropriate compensation
accordingly.

It is important to submit
any supporting documents
you have to strengthen
your claim.

In all cases, compensa-
tion is determined based
on the extent of harm suf-
fered by the victim, along
with any loss of profit,
provided that such loss is
a natural consequence of
the harmful act, in accor-
dance with Article 292 of
the Civil Transactions Law.

Can you appeal against eviction judgment?

Five days ago, the
Rental Dispute Center
issued a judgment or-
dering me to vacate
my apartment and pay
Dh28,000 to the land-
lord, who had filed the
case to evict me due to
non-payment of rent. |
was informed that | do
not have the right to ap-
peal this judgment be-
cause the claim amount
is less than Dh1 lakh.
Do | have the right to
appeal this decision or

not?

| would advise that
you have the right to ap-
peal this judgment, even
though the claim amount
is less than Dh1 lakh. This
is because eviction judg-
ments are excluded from
the rule restricting appeals
based on claim value, as
stated under Article (17) of
Decree No. (26) of 2013
Concerning the Rent Dis-
putes Settlement Centre in
the Emirate of Dubai.

Article (17) provides

that: (a) Judgments of the
First Instance Division may
be appealed to the Appel-
late Division, except for
judgments issued in rent
claims whose value is less
than Dh1 lakh which shall
be final and not subject to
appeal.

(b) However, judgments
issued by the First Instance
Division for claims valued
at less than Dh1 lakh may
still be appealed in certain
cases, including when an
eviction judgment is issued.

In addition to eviction
cases, Article (17) also lists
other circumstances under
which First Instance judg-
ments can be appealed
even if the claim value is
below Dh1 lakh .

These include: When
the judgment breaches the
rules of jurisdiction. When
the judgment grants relief
not requested by the par-
ties, exceeds what was re-
quested or fails to address
relief requested by the par-
ties. When the judgment

is issued against a person
who was not duly repre-
sented in the case or where
the service of summons
was invalid.

When the judgment is
based on documents lat-
er proven or judicially de-
clared to be false or based
on testimony later declared
to be false. When a party
to a contract concealed ev-
idence or documents from
the First Instance Division
that could have changed
the judgment.
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CIAL to facilitate seaplane trials for

KOCHI: In a major
boost to connectivity with
the Lakshadweep islands,
Cochin International Air-
port Limited (CIAL) is set
to facilitate trial seaplane
operations linking Kochi
with multiple island desti-
nations.

The trials are part of an
initiative to study the fea-
sibility of launching reg-
ular seaplane services to
Lakshadweep, a move ex-
pected to improve tour-
ism, emergency travel and
regional connectivity. The
20-seater Twin Otter sea-
plane, owned by Skyhope

Aviation , will operate on
routes mcludmg Kochi-Ag-
atti-Kalpeni-Kavaratti and
Kochi-Kadmat-Kiltan-Ag-
atti.

According to CIAL, 12
trial operations have been
planned over three days
covering several islands in
the Union Territory. “CIAL
will extend all necessary
operational support and
coordination for the suc-
cessful conduct of the trials
in association with the Di-
rectorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA), Lak-
shadweep Administration,
Airports Authority of India

and other stakeholders in-
volved in the project,” the
airport operator said in a
statement.

Officials said the pro-
posed service could sig-
nificantly cut travel time
to the islands and improve
accessibility, especially to
destinations that current-
ly depend heavily on ship
services.

The initiative is also ex-
pected to open up new op-
portunities for sustainable
tourism and faster trans-
portation between Kerala
and Lakshadweep.

The Lakshadweep ad-

SplceJei ends its operations
at Goa’s Manohar alrpori

PANAIJI: Spicelet has

discontinued its operations |

at Manohar International
Airport as part of the air-
line's route rationalisation
and network reduction
plans for 2026.

The move comes amid
broader operational re-
structuring by the budget
carrier, which has been
scaling down services on
several routes across the
country.

With the suspension of
flights from Mopa airport,
passengers travelling to
and from Goa may now

have fewer connectivity
options on routes previ-
ously operated by Spice-
Jet. However, other air-
lines continue to operate
services from the airport.
Manohar International
Airport, which serves as
Goa’s second internation-
al airport, has witnessed
changing airline schedules
and route adjustments

Import duty on gold...

( Cont. from page - 2 )
6.4pc, reflecting what offi-
cials described as a more
comfortable external-sec-
tor position at the time.

The government has si-
multaneously  tightened
the concessional import
route available under the
India-UAE ~ Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), raising
the duty on gold imported
under the tariff rate quo-
ta to 14pc from five per
cent. The move preserves
only the existing one per-
centage point preferential
margin over the standard

duty rate and is aimed at
plugging a possible arbi-
trage route after the sharp
increase in headline cus-
toms duty.

The tightening comes
amid growing concern over
rising gold imports routed
through Dubai. According
to an analysis by the Glob-
al Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI), India’s gold bar im-
ports from the UAE surged
to $16.5 billion in 2025
from $2.9 billion in 2022,
while the UAE's share in
India’s gold imports rose
to 28pc from 7.9pc during
the same period.

since commencing oper-
ations.Further details re-
garding the possibility of
Spicelet resuming services
at the airport in the future
are yet to be announced.

ministration had first float-
ed tenders for seaplane
connectivity in 2019. In
2025, the Union Civil Avi-
ation  Ministry included
48 routes in Kerala under
the UDAN regional con-
nectivity scheme. Ticket

Kochi to Lakshadweep connectivity

fares for the service are
expected to be around Rs
12,000 initially. However,
if the routes are brought
under the UDAN scheme,
fares could come down to
between Rs 2,000 and Rs
4,000.

Eid Al Adha holidays announced

DUBAI: The Dubai Government Human Resourc-
es Department (DGHR) has announced that the Eid
Al Adha holiday for Dubai government entities, de-
partments and institutions for the year 1447 AH will
commence on Monday, May 25, 2026, and conclude
on Friday, May 29, 2026. Official working hours will
resume on Monday, June 1, 2026.

Entities operating on a shift basis or those responsi-
ble for customer services and public service facilities,
may determine working hours in line with their oper-
ational requirements to ensure continuity of services
throughout the holiday period.

Authorities in Dubai will hold a public moon-sight-
ing event for the Dhu Al Hijjah crescent on May 17.

No blanket suspension of flights...

( Cont. from page - 1)

main operational and that
no blanket suspension of
overseas flights has been
announced.

Rumours of Air India sus-
pending all international
flights until July 2026 are
misleading. The airline has
temporarily reduced ser-
vices on select routes due
to rising costs and geopo-
litical tensions, not a com-
plete cancellation. Flights
to major global destina-
tions continue, though
some long-haul sectors
face reduced frequency.

Wrong news that Air In-
dia has suspended all in-
ternational flights until July
2026 has triggered con-
fusion among travellers
across India and abroad.
However, the claims are

misleading. Air India has
not cancelled all interna-
tional operations. Instead,
the airline has temporarily
reduced or adjusted ser-
vices on select overseas
routes due to rising op-
erational costs, geopolit-
ical tensions in West Asia
and increasing pressure
on profitability. The air-
line continues to operate
flights to major destina-
tions across Europe, North
America, Australia and
Asia, although some sec-
tors are currently witness-
ing reduced frequency and
schedule changes.

Out of more than 1,000
daily domestic and in-
ternational operations
conducted by the airline,
roughly 100 flights may
face temporary reduction,

cancellation or reschedul-
ing during this period. Air
India continues flights to
major global destinations
despite the temporary re-
ductions, Air India has not
announced any blanket
cancellation. Travellers
may, however, experience
fewer weekly flights on
certain long-haul sectors
as the airline attempts to
manage costs and opera-
tional challenges. Why Air
India is reducing interna-
tional operations?¢ Accord-
ing to a report published
by ANI on May 8, Air In-
dia CEO Campbell Wil-
son informed employees
that several internation-
al routes had become in-
creasingly difficult to oper-
ate profitably.
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