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By Our Bureau
PERINTHALMANNA 

(Kerala): In an era when 
education is being rede-
fined by innovation, global 
aspirations and the pursuit 
of excellence, Aura Global 
Schools is steadily carving a 
distinctive niche in the ed-
ucational landscape. Func-
tioning under the aegis of 
Aura Academic Institutions 
Private Limited and guided 
by the visionary leadership 
of  KK Ashraf and a group 
of eminent directors, the 
institution champions an 
educational philosophy 
that transcends conven-
tional classroom learning, 
nurturing intellectual curi-

osity, ethical integrity and 
the competencies essen-
tial for a rapidly evolving 
world.

Adding a significant new 
dimension to its education-
al mission, Aura Academic 
Institutions Private Limited 
is embarking on an am-

bitious venture with the 
launch of Aura Entrance 
Academy. Envisioned as a 
dedicated centre for high-
er-secondary academic 
preparation and compet-
itive-examination coach-
ing, the academy seeks 
to equip aspiring students 

with the knowledge, disci-
pline and strategic acumen 
required to navigate the 
increasingly demanding 
landscape of university ad-
missions and professional 
education.

Different streams
The academy offers the 

PCM (Physics, Chemistry 
and Mathematics), PCB 
(Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology) and PCMB (Phys-
ics, Chemistry, Mathemat-
ics and Biology) streams, 
catering to diverse aca-
demic interests and career 
aspirations. Its integrat-
ed academic approach 
encompasses systematic 
preparation for Plus Two 

board examinations along-
side specialised coaching 
for major competitive en-
trance tests. These include 
NEET-UG, JEE Main, JEE 
Advanced, CUET, NDA, 
KEAM, BITSAT, VITEEE, 
COMEDK, IISER Aptitude 
Test (IAT), NEST and oth-
er prominent national and 
state-level examinations, 
subject to the programmes 
offered and applicable eli-
gibility criteria.

Beyond academic in-
struction, the academy 
places considerable em-
phasis on creating an en-
vironment conducive to 
sustained concentration, 

AURA GLOBAL SCHOOLS
CHARTING NEW FRONTIERS IN ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

( Cont. on page - 6 )

KOLKATA: The 69th 
TAAI Convention in Kolk-
ata concluded on a spec-
tacular note, celebrating 
75 years of the Travel 
Agents Association of In-
dia’s distinguished legacy 
with enthusiasm, cama-
raderie and a renewed 
commitment to the future 
of travel and tourism.

The convention rein-

forced the importance of 
integrity, collaboration 
and innovation, encour-

aging the travel fraternity 
to embrace Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) and emerging 

technologies to enhance 
efficiency, competitive-
ness and customer expe-
rience.

While technology con-
tinues to transform the 
industry, the convention 
highlighted a timeless 
truth: human connection 
remains the backbone 
of sustainable growth. 
Trust, personal relation-

ships, people-to-people 
engagement and collab-
orative partnerships will 
continue to define the 
true value of travel and 
tourism.  As TAAI cele-
brates this remarkable 
milestone, the message is 
clear — embrace technol-
ogy, uphold integrity and 
strengthen collaboration 
to build a more resilient, 
responsible and global-
ly connected tourism in-
dustry for generations to 
come.

TAAI’s 69th Convention ends on high note,
celebrating 75 years of legacy, excellence

NEW DELHI: Air India 
Express has launched di-
rect flights between Abu 
Dhabi and Amritsar and 
resumed flights to Goa, 
adding more travel options 
between the UAE Capital 
and India.

Both services began on 
Oct 25 and operate three 
times a week from Zayed 

International Airport, Abu 
Dhabi .

The Amritsar service 
connects Abu Dhabi with 
a major city in Punjab, 
known for its cultural and 
commercial importance. 
Goa, a popular leisure 
destination, is again linked 
to the UAE Capital by di-
rect flights.

The routes cater to pas-
sengers travelling for holi-
days, business and visits to 
family and friends. Air India 
Express said the new and 
returning services would 
also support closer com-
munity, cultural and eco-
nomic ties between India 
and the UAE. The additions 
build on the airline’s ex-
pansion in Abu Dhabi over 
the past year. Since 2025, 
it has launched flights from 
the emirate to Guwahati, 
Indore, Hyderabad, Luc-
know, Navi Mumbai and 

AI Express adds Amritsar route, 
resumes  Goa-Abu Dhabi flights

Union Tourism Secretary Bhuvnesh Kumar

( Cont. on page - 2 )

UAE honours Capt 
Smit Machchhar

UAE President HE Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan honoured Capt Smit Machchhar with the 
prestigious First Class Order of Zayed II for his 
courage and professionalism in protecting pas-
sengers during a life-threatening cockpit attack.

DUBAI: The United Arab 
Emirates has honoured In-
dian pilot Captain Smit 
Machchhar and fellow fly-
dubai crew members with 

the prestigious First Class 
Order of Zayed II for their 
courage and professional-
ism in protecting passen-

( Cont. on page - 2 )

GLIMPSES OF TAAI MEET IN KOLKATA ON PAGE 7



NEW DELHI: The fes-
tive window, encompass-
ing Dussehra, Durga Puja 
and Diwali, had sparked a 
surge in searches for both 
international destinations 
and domestic leisure re-
treats, according to data 
released by digital trav-
el platform Agoda. Based 

on searches conducted 
between Aug 1 and Sept 
30 for stays spanning Oct 
15 to Nov 30, Bangkok, 
Phuket and Tokyo topped 
the list of international 
cities searched by Indian 
travellers, while Goa, Puri, 
Munnar and Udaipur were 
popular domestic destina-
tions.

Commenting on the 
same, Gaurav Malik, Coun-
try Director, Indian Sub-
continent & Indian Ocean 
Islands, Agoda, said: “The 
festive period has tradition-
ally been when travel and 
celebration come together, 
but the destinations peo-
ple are considering reveal 
that there are now various 
ways to spend this time.”

“We are seeing inter-
est span beach holidays, 
city breaks, cultural des-
tinations and hill station 
escapes, suggesting that 
travellers are choosing 
destinations around the 
experience they want to 
have, rather than simply 
following a conventional 

itinerary,” he added.
 Asia remains central 

to the festive itinerary for 
international travel, with 
Thailand, Vietnam and Ja-
pan emerging among the 
most searched countries, 
recording 55pc, 86pc and 

125pc  growth in search-
es, respectively, compared 
with last year, while Sri 
Lanka recorded a 262pc  
year-on-year (Y-o-Y) surge 
in searches.

At the city level, in Thai-
land, Bangkok and Phuket 
registered 65pc and 51pc 
increases in searches, 
drawing crowds with land-
marks like the Grand Pal-
ace alongside coastal ex-
periences. Meanwhile, 
Vietnam’s Phu Quoc grew 
by 124 pc  due to its pris-
tine beaches and night 
markets and Tokyo saw 
109pc growth as travellers 
aligned their trips with Ja-
pan’s autumn foliage sea-
son. 

Closer home, the fes-
tive season is prompting 
travellers to search for na-
ture-led, spiritual and lei-
sure getaways. Perennial 
favourites like Goa and 
Udaipur maintained strong 
momentum, with 43pc 
and 29pc Y-o-Y growth in 
searches, respectively.

gers during a life-threat-
ening cockpit attack.

UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan conferred the 
honour following a serious 
incident on Sept 30 aboard 
flight FZ1073, travelling 
from Dubai to Tel Aviv. The 
awards were presented by 
Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence.

During the incident, Capt 
Machchhar was serious-
ly injured when attacked 
by his co-pilot. Despite his 
injuries, he managed to 
open the cockpit door, en-
abling crew members and 
passengers to intervene 
and restrain the attacker. 
The aircraft was diverted 
to Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, 
where it landed safely. The 
UAE leadership praised the 
crew’s courage, sense of 
responsibility and commit-
ment to safeguarding hu-
man life. The recognition 
highlights the critical role 
of aviation professionals 
in managing emergencies 
and protecting passengers 
under extreme pressure.

Capt Machchhar’s brav-
ery has drawn internation-
al attention, bringing rec-
ognition to India’s aviation 
professionals and the ded-
ication of those working 
to ensure the safety of air 
travellers worldwide.
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The relationship between India and Azerbaijan has 
made a full circle and External Affairs Minister Jaishan-
kar’s Azerbaijan visit helped the reset of ties strained by 
support for Pakistan in the Operation Sindoor. 

It may be recalled that the relationship between the 
two countries had soured during Operation Sindoor in 
May 2025. On May 7, after India began its military strikes 
in Pakistan, Baku issued a statement saying it was “in 
solidarity with the people of Pakistan” and condemned 
“military attacks against Pakistan that killed and injured 
several civilians”.

In July same year, External Affairs Minister Jaishan-
kar told the Lok Sabha that “only three, apart from Pa-
kistan, opposed Operation Sindoor”. Azerbaijan, Chi-
na and Turkey were identified as the countries that had 
taken positions against India’s operation. What’s more, 
the diplo- matic fallout was made explicit in Sept 

2025, when Azerbaijani President Il-
ham Aliyev met Pakistani Prime Minis-

ter Shehbaz Sharif at the SCO summit in 
Tianjin, China. According to the Azerbaija-

ni president’s own official account of the meet-
ing at that time, Sharif thanked Baku for its political 

support during the conflict, while Aliyev “congratulated 
Pakistan on its victory over India”. He added that India 
had attempted to retaliate against Azerbaijan in inter-
national organisations in response to Baku’s support for 
Islamabad, but said this did not matter because “broth-
erly relations take precedence above all”.

Azerbaijan is a major producer of oil and natural gas 
in the Caspian region. ONGC Videsh has invested over 
$1.2 billion in the Azeri-Chirag-Gunashli oilfield and 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. After buying Equinor’s 
stake in 2024, it holds 2.93 pc  of the field and 3.09pc  of 
the pipeline. The field accounts for 37pc of Azerbaijan’s 
oil output. There were reports that India had blocked 
Baku’s application for full membership of the SCO. Nev-
ertheless, India had said that Armenia and Azerbaijan’s 
application was not even discussed at the Tianjin summit 
due to “time constraints”. The two countries have other 
competing regional relationships. Azerbaijan has close 
ties with Turkey, which has consistently supported Paki-
stan on Kashmir while India has developed a defence 
partnership with Armenia, Azerbaijan’s adversary in the 
South Caucasus (a geographical region on the border of 
Eastern Europe and West Asia).

The first sign of a thaw came in April, when India’s sec-
retary (west) Sibi George visited Baku, the first high-level 
contact since the conflict in South Asia. The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA)’s readout of those consultations 
included the fight against cross-border terrorism among 
the subjects discussed, a pointed reference to an issue at 
the centre of India’s differences with Pakistan.

At the MEA’s weekly press briefing, spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal confirmed that security and terrorism 
had come up during Jaishankar’s meetings in Baku. 
“Yes, security issues, terrorism and the common threats 
that we face were discussed,” Jaiswal said. “Both coun-
tries agreed that they must co-operate, collaborate to 
enhance peace, prosperity and security of their people 
and also work towards shared challenges that they have. 
We have a very clear position that disputes should be 
settled through dialogue and diplomacy,” he said . One 
can definitely hope that the cordial relationship evolved 
now will strengthen in the months and years to come.

India-Azerbaijan ties

“Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold 
the world together.”                ---Woodrow Wilson

Pune.
With Amritsar added and 

Goa flights resumed, Air 
India Express now serves 
17 Indian cities from Abu 
Dhabi, operating around 
160 flights a week between 
the Emirate and India. Its 
other direct destinations 
include Bengaluru, Delhi, 
Kannur, Kochi, Kozhiko-
de, Mangaluru, Mumbai, 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Tiruchirappalli.

 “India remains one of the 
most important markets for 
Abu Dhabi,” said Carsten 

Norland, chief commercial 
officer at Abu Dhabi Air-
ports. He said the launch 
of the Amritsar service and 
return of Goa flights would 
strengthen links between 
the two countries and ex-
pand travel options for 
passengers. Nipun Aggar-
wal, chairman of Air India 
Express and CEO  of Air In-
dia, said: “The routes fol-
lowed six additions from 
Abu Dhabi over the past 
year and reflected the air-
line’s continued focus on 
connectivity between India 
and the UAE.”

( Cont. from page - 1 )
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AI Express adds Amritsar...

UAE honours Capt Smit...

PURI, MUNNAR CHOICE FOR LOCAL TOURISTS

Bangkok, Phuket and Tokyo top
destinations for festival travel
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FOREX RATES
As on 29th October 2026 (In rupees)

Currency Bill Buy Bill Sell

US Dollar 94.61 95.87
British Pound 126.01 127.87
Euro 105.16 107.4
Japanese Yen 59.98 60.95
Swiss Franc (CHF) 113.72 116.25
Canadian Dollar 67.38 68.9
Australian Dollar  66.54 68
Norwegian Krone 10.1 10.42
Swedish Krona 9.44 9.72
New Zealand Dollar 52.91 54.09
Hong Kong Dollar 11.9 12.27
Kuwaiti Dinar 314.0068 300.7005
Singapore Dollar 73.57 75.26
Saudi Arabian Riyal 24.88 25.68
U A E Dirham 25.49 26.22

Diwali fervour grips New York
NEW YORK: Diwali fer-

vour is gripping New York 
City as a host of events, from 
a cultural extravaganza at 
Times Square to culinary 
showcases featuring diverse 
Indian cuisine, bring togeth-
er communities to celebrate 
the festival of lights.

Thousands of members of 
the Indian and South Asian 
diaspora gathered for a day-
long cultural extravaganza 
at the iconic Times Square 
on Sunday. The 2026 edition 
of “Diwali at Times Square” 
showcased India’s rich and 
diverse cultural heritage 
through a “Diwali Bazaar”, 
a diya-lighting ceremony, a 
virtual Diwali countdown at 
the One Times Square Ball 
Drop Tower and the “Light 
Up Times Square Concert” 
featuring American rapper 
and songwriter Raja Kumari, 
singer Kanika Kapoor and 

other artists and performers.
The city is abuzz with 

events and experiences 
showcasing the cultural and 
culinary diversity of India in 
the run-up to Diwali. The 
Pierre, A Taj Hotel, hosted 
a Diwali event attended by 
prominent members of the 
Indian-American and global 
community.

It collaborated with three 
popular New York restau-
rants, “Chatti”, “Junoon” 
and “Musaafer”, for a spe-
cially curated “Culinary 
Journey Through India”, 
giving guests an experience 
of a “celebration of region-
al flavours” from across the 
country.

Consul General of India 
in New York Binaya Prad-
han joined members of the 
Indian-American community 
and Americans at the Times 
Square celebrations. The 

festivities were a “vibrant 
celebration of peace, hope 
and harmony in the heart of 
New York City. The festivi-
ties celebrated the enduring 
people-to-people ties that 
bring India and the US clos-
er,” the Consulate said in a 
social media post.

Neeta Bhasin, founder 
and organiser of Diwali at 
Times Square and a member 
of the New York State Asian 
American and Pacific Island-
ers (AAPI) Commission, said 
that the event sought to pro-
mote peace, harmony and 
unity while showcasing In-
dia’s art, culture and diversi-
ty. “This celebration is about 
peace, harmony and unity. 
That is the true message of 
Diwali. And from this largest 
platform in the world, Times 
Square, we are showcasing 
the art, culture, and diversity 
of India,” she said.
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I lost my Dubai driving licence in the recent heavy rains. How to get a new licence?

We explain how driv-
ers in Dubai who fail their 
Roads and Transport Au-
thority (RTA) driving test 
can rebook a new test, 
detailing the required 
mandatory training, 
costs, booking process 
and important dead-
lines.

Failed your Roads 
and Transport Author-
ity (RTA) driving test? 
You can book anoth-
er attempt, but before 
getting back behind 
the wheel, you must 
complete addition-
al driving lessons and 
pay the required retest 
fees. In Dubai, learners 
who fail their RTA road test 
must complete mandatory 
practical training sessions 
at their driving institute 
before booking another 
attempt.

Here’s how to rebook 
your driving test, how 

much it costs and the im-
portant deadlines to keep 
in mind: How to rebook 
your RTA driving test on-
line? You can book anoth-

er road test through the 
official RTA website – rta.
ae – or through your driv-
ing institute. Visit the RTA 
website and search for 
“Apply for Booking and 
Changing a Driving Test 
Appointment”. Log in us-
ing your Emirates ID, pass-

port details or UAE Pass. 
You will receive a one-time 
password (OTP) on your 
registered mobile number. 
Enter your learning permit 

application number and 
date of birth. Select a new 
test date or change an ex-
isting appointment.

Receive your payment 
receipt and appointment 
confirmation via SMS and 
email. How much does 
an RTA driving test retake 

cost? The standard RTA 
road test fee is Dh220, 
broken down as follows: 
Knowledge and Innovation 
fee: Dh20, Total: Dh220. 

You must also pay 
for the four com-
pulsory retraining 
sessions. These 
charges vary de-
pending on your 
driving institute. 
The RTA also lists 
a VIP driving test 
service costing 
Dh2,620. A sep-
arate Dh420 in-
stant test service 
applies to eligible 
applicants with 

non-exchangeable licenc-
es and those using the 
Golden Chance route.

How soon can you re-
take your driving test? Af-
ter completing the required 
training, you may have to 
wait up to 14 working days 
for a test appointment. You 

must arrive at least 30 min-
utes before your scheduled 
test for confirmation. Can 
you reschedule your RTA 
driving test? You can post-
pone your appointment 
online or through your 
driving institute up to 24 
hours before the test. You 
can also move your test to 
an earlier available date 
by paying Dh320.

If you miss your sched-
uled test, you must book 
another appointment and 
pay the test fee again. Im-
portant RTA driving test 
rules to remember--- six-
month deadline: Your 
training file will be sus-
pended if you do not take 
a Knowledge, Yard or Road 
Test within six months of 
your last appointment.

Public holidays: Driving 
institutes may charge addi-
tional fees for tests booked 
during official holidays. Af-
ter passing: If your driving 
licence is not issued with-
in one year of passing the 
road test, you must take an 
evaluation test. Mandatory 
lessons: You must com-
plete all required training 
before booking another 
RTA test.
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GULF FAQs
I failed in my first driving test in Dubai
How can I rebook for a second 
driving test and at what cost?

Lost your Dubai driving licence 
or have a card that is damaged 
and can no longer be used? You 
do not need to go through the 
process of applying for a new 
licence from scratch. Dubai res-
idents can replace a lost or dam-
aged driving licence online, via 
the RTA app or at self‑service ki-
osks, paying a fee based on age 
and any outstanding fines, while 
retaining the licence’s original 
validity period.

Dubai’s Roads and Transport 
Authority (RTA) allows residents 
and citizens with a valid driving 
licence to request a replacement 
online, through the RTA Dubai 
app or at a self-service machine. 
The replacement licence retains 
the remaining validity period of 
the original licence.

Here is how the process works: 
How much does it cost to replace 
a Dubai driving licence? Accord-
ing to RTA, the replacement fees 
depend on your age: Under 21: 

Dh100 + Dh20 Knowledge and 
Innovation fee = Dh120. 21 or 
older: Dh300 + Dh20 Knowledge 
and Innovation fee = Dh320.

You must also clear any out-
standing licence fines as part of 
the process. Visit the RTA web-
site – rta.ae and go to “Apply for 
or Manage a Driving Licence”. 
Select “Replace Lost/Damaged 
Driving Licence”. Log in using 
your valid Emirates ID, passport 
or UAE Pass. Enter the one-time 
password (OTP) sent to the mo-
bile number registered on your 
Traffic File. Select the reason for 
requesting the replacement – lost 
or damaged.

Check the driving licence infor-
mation displayed on the screen 
and confirm the details before 
issuance. Select how you want 
to receive the physical card – 
through an RTA self-service ma-
chine or by delivery. Pay any 
outstanding fines and the re-
placement licence fees.

Once payment is completed, 
you will receive your Digital Driv-
ing Licence instantly. It can also 
be accessed through My Docs on 
the RTA Dubai app and added to 
an Apple or Samsung Wallet. RTA 
states that if you do not have a 
valid Emirates ID, you must first 
update your Traffic File using 
your valid Emirates ID before ap-
plying for a replacement licence.

If details such as your photo-
graph, name or nationality have 
already been updated on your 
Traffic File, the amended infor-
mation will appear on the re-
printed driving licence. You do 
not need to separately apply to 
amend the licence details.

Where can I print my replace-
ment driving licence? If you do not 
want to wait for delivery, you can 
print the physical driving licence 
at an RTA self-service machine 
or smart kiosk. RTA currently lists 
smart kiosks at several Customer 
Happiness Centres, including: Al 

Barsha, Al Kifaf, Al Manarah, Al 
Twar, Deira and  Umm Ramool.

RTA states that smart kiosks at 
Al Barsha, Al Kifaf, Al Twar and 
Deira operate 24/7, while Umm 
Ramool Customer Happiness 
Centre itself operates around the 
clock, including weekends and 
public holidays. You can also use 
the RTA Dubai app or website to 
locate RTA smart kiosks and find 
the nearest available location. At 
the self-service machine, enter: 
Driving licence number, Driving 
licence issuing authority, Birth 
year, Reason for reprinting – lost 
or damaged. Check the licence 
details, pay the required fees or 
fines and print the physical driv-
ing licence.

How much does delivery cost? 
Instead of using a self-service 
machine, you can request de-
livery: Standard delivery: Dh20, 
Same-day delivery: Dh35, Deliv-
ery within two hours: Dh50 and 
International delivery: Dh50.
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intellectual engagement 
and purposeful prepara-
tion. Air-conditioned smart 
classrooms facilitate tech-
nology-enabled teaching, 
while vehicle facilities from 
Perinthalmanna town offer 
convenient daily transpor-
tation. A well-equipped 
hostel facility provides a 
residential option for stu-
dents from distant locations 
and food is available on 
campus. These amenities 
are intended to comple-
ment the academy’s aca-
demic framework by offer-
ing students a supportive 
and convenient setting in 
which to pursue their edu-
cational ambitions.

At Aura Global Schools, 
academic achievement is 
regarded as one facet of 
a much broader educa-
tional endeavour. Under 
the stewardship of Princi-
pal Dr. Sweety S Pulikkot-
til, a team of qualified and 
dedicated educators en-
deavours to cultivate an-
alytical thinking, creativity, 
self-confidence and social 
responsibility. The school 

harmonises progressive 
pedagogical practices with 
enduring educational val-
ues, placing emphasis 
on experiential learning, 
leadership development, 
civic consciousness and the 
formation of well-rounded 
individuals.

A robust framework for 
student safety and wel-
fare underpins the institu-
tion’s day-to-day function-
ing. CCTV surveillance, 
trained security personnel 
and systematic student 
pick-up and drop-off ar-
rangements contribute to 
a secure and closely mon-
itored campus. Comple-
menting these measures 
is a thoughtfully organised 
meal programme that pro-
vides breakfast, lunch and 
evening refreshments, rec-
ognising the importance of 
balanced nutrition in sup-
porting children’s growth, 
well-being and learning.

The institution’s commit-
ment to all-round devel-
opment finds expression in 
its diverse sporting, artistic 
and co-curricular pursuits. 
Students have demonstrat-

ed commendable partici-
pation and achievements 
in badminton, fencing, 
football, skating, archery, 
boxing and athletics. Such 
opportunities nurture per-
severance, sportsmanship, 
resilience and collabora-
tive spirit.

Creative expression re-
ceives equal encourage-
ment through arts festi-
vals, cultural programmes 
and performing arts initia-
tives. Practical experiences 
in cooking and baking in-
troduce essential life skills, 
while professional training 
in Western dance, aerobics 
and vocal music broadens 
students’ creative horizons. 
Together, these initiatives 
foster a vibrant education-
al culture in which individ-
ual talents are recognised 
and nurtured alongside 
academic progress.

A defining feature of the 
institution’s educational 
ethos is its emphasis on 
meaningful collaboration 
between parents and ed-
ucators. Transparent com-
munication, mutual trust 
and sustained engage-

ment help establish a sup-
portive ecosystem in which 
students can flourish aca-
demically, emotionally and 
socially.

NRI students
The launch of Aura En-

trance Academy represents 
a strategic extension of this 
educational vision, broad-
ening the opportunities 
available to students as 
they transition from school 
education to higher stud-
ies. Through its academic 
partnership with ICL Acad-
emy, structured board-ex-
amination preparation, 
competitive-coaching ini-
tiatives and student-orient-
ed facilities, the academy 
aspires to provide focused 
academic guidance for 
young people preparing 
to take their next decisive 
steps towards higher ed-
ucation and profession-
al careers. Aura Entrance 
Academy also opens new 
horizons for NRI students 
to return to their homeland 
for quality entrance-ex-
amination coaching while 
staying connected to their 
roots and families. With 

focused academic guid-
ance and modern facili-
ties, it aspires to become 
a premier destination for 
NRI students preparing for 
competitive entrance ex-
aminations in India.

As Aura Global Schools 
and Aura Entrance Acad-
emy continue to advance 
under the broader vision 
of Aura Academic Institu-
tions Private Limited, their 
shared commitment re-
mains unequivocal: to em-
power a new generation 
with intellectual depth, 
principled leadership and 
the confidence to trans-
form aspirations into ac-
complishments. By bring-
ing together academic 
rigour, holistic develop-
ment and forward-looking 
educational initiatives, the 
institution seeks not mere-
ly to prepare students for 
examinations, but to equip 
them for the opportunities 
and challenges of an inter-
connected world.

Contact details:
Mobile no: 8606310098
auraentranceacademy
@gmail.com
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TAWANG (Arunachal 
Pradesh ) : The picturesque 
Himalayan town of Tawang 
in Arunachal Pradesh is 
hosting  the 14th Interna-
tional Tourism Mart (ITM) 
from Oct 29 to 31, 2026, 
bringing the northeastern 
region’s tourism potential 
into the national and inter-
national spotlight.

The event is expected 
to provide a platform for 
tourism stakeholders to 
showcase the region’s rich 
cultural heritage, breath-
taking landscapes, distinc-
tive traditions and diverse 
travel experiences. The 
northeastern states of In-
dia offer considerable op-
portunities for adventure 
tourism, ecotourism, cul-
tural exploration, spiritual 
journeys and communi-
ty-based tourism.

Tawang, renowned for 
its spectacular moun-

tain scenery, Buddhist 
heritage and the histor-
ic Tawang Monastery, of-
fers a compelling setting 
for the tourism mart. The 
town is among Arunachal 
Pradesh’s prominent desti-
nations, attracting visitors 
interested in Himalayan 
landscapes, Buddhist cul-
ture and the region’s 
unique way of life.

The International Tour-
ism Mart is designed to 
bring together tourism 

departments, travel trade 
representatives, tour op-
erators and other industry 
stakeholders to promote 
tourism products and en-
courage business partner-
ships. 

The mart is expected to 
draw attention to the re-
gion’s tourism infrastruc-
ture, connectivity, hospital-
ity services and emerging 
destinations, while high-
lighting the importance of 
responsible and sustain-
able tourism. 

Tawang to host 14th International 
tourism mart till October 31

MUMBAI: Akasa Air will 
shift its Mumbai - Jeddah 
flight operations from Ch-
hatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport to 
Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Airport (NMIA) from Dec 
2026.

The move will make Jed-

dah the airline’s first inter-
national destination from 
Navi Mumbai. Bookings 
for the service opened on 
Oct 26 through the air-
line’s website, mobile ap-
plication and online travel 
agencies.

The transition is part of a 
broader plan to distribute 
flight operations between 
Mumbai’s two airports, 
ease capacity constraints 
at the existing airport and 
expand international con-
nectivity.

Passengers are advised 
to check their tickets care-
fully for the correct depar-
ture airport before travel-
ling.

Akasa Air to shift Mumbai–Jeddah
 flights to Navi Mumbai Airport

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh cabinet has ap-
proved the establishment of a 69.52 acre robotics 
and artificial intelligence (AI) park in Greater Noida, 
with the project projected to generate more than one 
lakh direct and indirect jobs and contribute around 
Rs 2,000 crore annually to the state’s economy at full 
scale.

The proposed platform for Robotics and AI Growth 
Through Technology and Innovation (PRAGATI) Park 
aims to promote indigenous robotics manufacturing.

UP’s AI, robotics park to generate one lakh jobs
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GLIMPSES OF TAAI MEET IN KOLKATA


